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Plavidian mailpiece layout guide - flat-land
Unbound flat 12 × 9 in in landscape. USPS still measures "top half" from a shorter edge, so the address lives in the right (or left) half.

1  Delivery address, entirely in one "top half". The top of an unbound flat is either shorter edge. On a landscape layout with the address reading horizontally, the address is perpendicular to that top edge
(allowed) and must sit entirely in the half nearest one shorter edge - the right half as drawn, or its mirror in the left half. It may not straddle the centre line. (DMM 202 §2.2.1-2.2.2)
2  IMb - anywhere on the address side. At least ⅛ in from any edge; in the address block as shown. (DMM 202 §5.2.1)
3  Permit imprint. Upper right of the address side. (DMM 604 §5.3)
4  ⅛ in edge margin. No address or barcode within ⅛ in of any edge. (DMM 202 §2.2.1)

Landscape flats trip people up. USPS defines the top of an unbound flat as either shorter edge (DMM 202 §2.2.2), so on a 12 × 9 the top half is the right half or the left half - not the upper half. Keep the whole address block,
including the IMb, inside one of those halves and ⅛ in off the edges. If your design needs the address centred, turn the piece portrait or move the address into a half.

For layout planning only - drawn from USPS DMM 201 / 202 / 204. Confirm final designs with your Business Mail Entry Unit or a Mailpiece Design Analyst. plavidian.com/mailpiece-templates


